


RUN 25 Regulation Schedule (Current)

The Run 25 regulation schedule ranges from 15.65 to 16.75 feet
with multiple operation zones which vary flood releases over a
wide range before reaching maximum release rates.  The purpose of
the 15.65 to 16.75 foot regulation schedule is to reduce damaging
flows to the nearby St. Lucie Canal and Caloosahatchee River
estuaries without sacrificing the flood control or water supply
benefits derived from the Lake.  In Zone D, discharges may be
made to the estuaries for extended periods of time when the stage
is rising.  In Zone C, discharges are first made through the
Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) to the Water Conservation
Areas (WCAs) if water conditions in the area permit.  However,
when more substantial releases are needed during the wet season,
or local runoff conditions do not allow discharges through the
EAA, the Caloosahatchee River and the St. Lucie Canal are used as
primary outlets.  Environmental restrictions on the amount of
water released in Zone C to these downstream estuaries are; 2,500
cfs at S-80 to the St. Lucie Estuary, and 4,500 cfs at S-77 to
the Caloosahatchee Estuary.  In Zone B, discharges up to 6500 cfs
at S-77 and 3500 cfs at S-80 can be made.  When Lake stages reach
the levels defined for Zone A, maximum discharges are made
through the major Lake outlets after the removal of local runoff.

This schedule does not significantly impact water supply or Lake
stages, but it does reduce the occurrence of large discharges to
the estuaries.  Regulatory releases occur at relatively high Lake
stages from 15.65 feet to 16.75 feet.  Regulatory releases to the
estuaries occur in a more graduated fashion.  The first zone of
releases (Zone D) incorporates pulse releases to the estuaries.
Pulse releases are low-level releases that mimic the natural
runoff from a rainstorm event.  Zone D releases to the estuaries
and flows to the WCAs have been successfully used several times
in the past to avoid larger regulatory releases.  Even though
these releases are low in volume compared to other flood control
releases, they may cause problems in the estuaries if used too
frequently.  However, it is still an environmentally sensitive
approach to release water to these ecosystems and provides a
compromise that can possibly avoid more harmful larger releases.





RUN 22-AZE Regulation Schedule

With minor exceptions, Run 22-AZE is basically Run 25 with the
addition of a large Zone E.  Zone E allows low level discharges
at the low Lake stages of 13.75 to 15.60 feet, while including
the advantages of gradual increases in releases at higher Lake
stages.  In Zone E, discharges can only be made southward to the
Water Conservation Areas (WCAs).  As in Run 25, in Zone D, there
are three levels of pulse releases to the estuaries.

This schedule incorporates a large jump at the beginning of the
wet season.  This allows for the capture of large regional
rainfall events, which frequently occur in Florida in the month
of June, for potential water use during the following dry season.
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South Florida Water Management District Regulation Schedule

The South Florida Water Management District regulation schedule’s
lowest zone ranges from 14.0 feet to 16.75 feet, NGVD, with
multiple operation zones.  The theme of this schedule is to
increase the operational flexibility of meeting the objectives of
managing Lake Okeechobee water levels and discharges.  Recent
breakthroughs made in the understanding of the nature of climate
variations on monthly to inter-annual scales make the time right
for the introduction of this flexibility.  This is accomplished
in two ways: The first is by recommending that discharges in
Zones B, C and D be based on hydrologic and climatological
forecasts: and the second is by allowing discharges from the Lake
to be initiated at lower Lake water levels, under special
conditions.

In Zone D, pulse releases may be made to the estuaries for
extended periods when very large inflows are expected.  Pulse
releases are low level releases that mimic natural runoff from a
rainfall event and minimize adverse impacts to the estuaries.  In
Zone C, discharges up to 4500 cfs at S-77 and 2500 cfs at S-80
can be made when necessary to prevent larger discharges required
from Zone A or B.  However, smaller pulse releases are the
preferred mode of discharges to the estuaries in this zone.
Under drier than normal hydrologic and climatological conditions,
releases may be limited to the Everglades only.  In Zone B, under
normal to wet conditions, releases up to 6500 cfs at S-77, and
3500 cfs at S-80 may be made.  In Zone B, C, and D, coordination
with Everglades and estuarine biologists is encouraged to
minimize adverse effects to downstream ecosystems.  When Lake
water levels reach Zone A, up to maximum discharges may be made
through the major outlets after removal of local runoff.
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Regulation Schedule

This schedule represents an alternative to the Run 25 Schedule
for the conditions likely to occur by the year 2010.  The lowest
zone, Zone E, ranges from 14.5 to 16.0 feet, NGVD.  The highest
zone, Zone A, is identical to Run 25 Zone A.  Unlike any zones in
Run 25, the Zone E is characterized by releases only southward
(i.e. not to the estuaries) to the extent practicable.  If the
canals in the Everglades Agricultural Area are full, then there
are no releases.  The pulse releases to the estuaries (both
Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie) begin in Zone D, and are similar to
those in Run 25.  Zones B, C, and D are slightly higher than the
comparable Run 25 zones, but not more than 0.25 feet higher.

This schedule is intended to lower the Lake in high water years
to prevent multi-year flooding to the existing littoral zone.
The schedule also passes less to the estuaries and moves more
water to the Water Conservation Areas without significantly
reducing the amount of water available for water supply.





WSE Regulation Schedule (Developed by SFWMD)

The WSE regulation scheduleÿs lowest zone ranges from 13.5 feet
to 15.50 feet, NGVD, with multiple operation zones.  The theme of
this schedule is to increase the operational flexibility of meeting
the objectives of managing Lake Okeechobee water levels and discharges.
Recent breakthroughs made in the understanding of the nature of climate
variations on monthly to inter-annual scales make the time right
for the introduction of this flexibility.  This is accomplished
in two ways: The first is by recommending that discharges in
Zones B, C and D be based on hydrologic and climatological
forecasts: and the second is by allowing discharges from the Lake
to be initiated at lower Lake water levels, under special
conditions.

In Zone D, pulse releases may be made to the estuaries for
extended periods when very large inflows are expected.  Pulse
releases are low level releases that mimic natural runoff from a
rainfall event and minimize adverse impacts to the estuaries.  In
Zone C, discharges up to 4500 cfs at S-77 and 2500 cfs at S-80
can be made when necessary to prevent larger discharges required
from Zone A or B.  However, smaller pulse releases are the
preferred mode of discharges to the estuaries in this zone.
Under drier than normal hydrologic and climatological conditions,
releases may be limited to the Everglades only.  In Zone B, under
normal to wet conditions, releases up to 6500 cfs at S-77, and
3500 cfs at S-80 may be made.  In Zone B, C, and D, coordination
with Everglades and estuarine biologists is encouraged to
minimize adverse effects to downstream ecosystems.  When Lake
water levels reach Zone A, up to maximum discharges may be made
through the major outlets after removal of local runoff.




